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half-past three in the morning and come out at five and half-past
(in die afternoon). I never go to sleep. Sometimes I sing when
I've light, but not in the dark: I dare not sing then.'
It was by the labour of children under such conditions that
Lord Melbourne acquired the fortune which enabled him to be
civilized and charming. Castlereagh, as Lord Londonderry, was a
very important mine-owner. Indeed, the chief difference between
mines and cotton was that many of the leading aristocrats of
both parties were directly interested in the mines, and they
showed themselves quite as callous as the most brutal self-made
mill-owners. The agony of tortured children is an undertone to
the elegant conversation of Holland House.
I have spoken of the children, because that is the most terrible
aspect of industrialism a hundred years ago. But such sufferings
for children would have been impossible unless their parents had
been in a condition of despair. Hours for adults were almost
incredibly long, wages very low, and housing conditions abomin-
able. Industrial workers, many of whom had till recently lived in
the country, were herded together in new, ill-built, smoky, and
insanitary towns, some even lived in cellars, and cholera and
typhus were endemic. Skilled handicraftsmen were reduced to
destitution by the new machines; weavers, who had formerly
been prosperous, could only earn 6s 6d a week. Combinations
among wage-earners were illegal until 1824, and though trade
unions existed, they were necessarily small and ineffectual so
long as they had to be kept secret The government employed
spies whose business it was to induce poor men to utter revolu-
tionary sentiments. The spies themselves, with great trouble,
organized little movements, and their dupes were hanged or
transported*
The men guilty of these atrocities were human beings: you
and I share their human nature, and might, I suppose, in other
circumstances, have done as they did Meanwhile their grand-
children protest, in the name of humanity, against what is done
in Soviet Russia, and inflict savage sentences upon men who
attempt to prevent the recurrence of some of the old evils in the
young industrialism of India.